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NHA GLOSSARY OF TERMS 
- ADU: An accessory dwelling unit (ADU) is a smaller, independent 
residential dwelling unit located on the same lot as a stand-alone 
(i.e., detached) single-family home. ADUs go by many different 
names throughout the U.S., including accessory apartments, 
secondary suites, and granny flats. ADUs can be converted 
portions of existing homes (i.e., internal ADUs), additions to new 
or existing homes (i.e., attached ADUs), or new stand-alone 
accessory structures or converted portions of existing stand-alone 
accessory structures (i.e., detached ADUs). 2  

- CrossMod®: Homes built to HUD code and designed to 
permanently attach to land, creating a real property asset for 
traditional mortgage-like lending. CrossMods offer the aesthetics 
and features typically seen in traditional construction. CrossMod® 
homes are permanently placed on the foundation once they arrive 
at the final home site, with key interior and exterior features that 
include site-built or integrated covered porch, garage or carport, 
durable cabinets, drywall throughout, energy efficient standards, 
5/12 roof pitch, a permanent foundation.  

 

- Factory built home: A dwelling unit fabricated in an off-site 
manufacturing facility to be installed at a building site. A modular 
home is considered factory-built, but unlike a manufactured home it 
is not built to the national preemptive HUD Code. Factory-built 
homes are constructed to comply with the local prescribed building 
codes. 1 

 

- Manufactured home: Manufactured homes are built to the 
Manufactured Home Construction and Safety Standards Act which 
was passed by the U.S. Congress and became law on June 15th, 
1976. The HUD Code is administered by the U.S. Department of 
Housing and Urban Development. HUD regulates the design and 
construction of manufactured homes, formerly known as mobile 
homes, to a specific performance code. This is called a preemptive 
code because it preempts all local building codes for single family 

dwellings. The Federal program includes the monitoring of independent third parties involved in 
the design review and inspection process but excludes the actual installation of the homes.  
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